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SUBJECT: US REACTION TO NORTH VIETNAMESE OFFENSIVE IN SOUTH VIETNAM 
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1. WITH THE FALL ON JANUARY 7 OF PHUOC LONG PROVINCE AND ITS CAPITAL 
TO NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS WE HAVE ARRIVED AT A TURNING POINT IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT. WHAT HAS SO LONG BEEN CLEAR TO US 
WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT AND TO PERCEPTIVE OBSERVERS OUTSIDE IS NOW 
CLEAR BEYOND ANY POSSIBLE DOUBT TO THE WHOLE WORLD: IN THE CYNICAL 
BELIEF THAT NO ONE OUTSIDE SOUTH VIETNAM REALLY CARES, NORTH VIETNAM 
IN OPEN DEFIANCE OF THE AGREEMENT IS DETERMINED TO USE WHATEVER 
MILITARY FORCE IS REQUIRED TO GAIN ITS OBJECTIVE OF CONQUERING SVN. 

THE US REACTION TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE CONQUEST OF PHUOC LONG 
PROVINCE IS THUS OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE 

OF OUR POLICY IN INDOCHINA. 

2. THE GVN FIRMLY BELIEVES THAT WE ARE IN A NEW SITUATION WHICH CALLS 
FOR A STRONGER, BETTER ORGANIZED DIPLOMATIC AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
RESPONSE THAN IN THE PAST TO HANOI CHALLENGES AND WE HAVE BEEN IN 
CLOSE CONSULTATION AS TO HOW WE CAN IMPROVE OUR JOINT EFFORTS. THE 
GVN DECLARATION OF JANUARY 8 WHICH WAS READ TO THE DIPLOMATIC 
CORPS AND BRIEFED TO THE PRESS (REF A) AND THE GVN APPEAL FOR RELIEF 
ASSISTANCE TO UN AGENCIES (REF B) ARE THE FIRST IN A SERIES OF MOVES 
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UNDER CONSIDERATION. WE WILL REPORT FURTHER AS THEIR PLANS TAKE SHAPE. 
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3. AS FOR STEPS WHICH THE US SHOULD TAKE, WE URGE FIRST OF ALL THAT 
A STATEMENT BE MADE FROM A HIGH LEVEL, FROM THE WHITE HOUSE IF 
POSSIBLE, EMPHASIZING THE GRAVITY WITH WHICH THE US VIEWS NORTH 
VIETNAMESE ACTIONS. WHILE AMBASSADOR ANDERSON'S COMMENTS 
JANUARY 3 WERE HELPFUL SO FAR AS THEY WENT, WE ARE NOW IN A 
SITUATION IN WHICH AN ENTIRE PROVINCE TOGETHER WITH ITS CAPITAL HAS 
BEEN SEIZED. ANYTHING SHORT OF A HIGH LEVEL OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES POSITION WOULD APPEAR HERE AND AT HOME AS VIRTUAL 
CONNIVANCE IN NORTH VIETNAM'S ACTIONS. (WE HEARD IN SAIGON THIS 
MORNING ON DAO RADIO RELAY OF A BROADCAST BY MARVIN KALB SAYING 
THAT PEACE NEVER CAME TO VIETNAM; THAT HIS WAS ONLY ANOTHER OF 
NIXON'S LIES; AND THAT THE PARIS AGREEMENT WAS A CONTRIVED LULL TO 
GET AMERICAN FORCES OUT AND TO ALLOW FOR A DECENT INTERVAL BEFORE 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE TAKE OVER. KALB WENT ON TO SAY THAT ALTHOUGH 
WASHINGTON MAKES PERFUNCTORY STATEMENTS, NO SENIOR OFFICIAL HAS 
SPOKEN OUT AND THAT IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS ARE ACTUALLY 
RELIEVED THAT CONGRESS HAS IMPOSED RESTRAINTS. NET RESULT, SAID 
KALB, IS THAT, WHILE A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE YET TO DIE, A COMMUNIST 
TAKE-OVER IS INEVITABLE. THIS ALL IS OF COURSE A GROSS 
MISINTERPRETATION OF OUR GOVERNMENT'S POSITION, BUT THIS 

KIND OF TALK IS BOUND TO BE INCREASINGLY HEARD UNLESS RPT UNLESS 
WE MAKE DECLARATIONS AND TAKE ACTIONS WHICH PALPABLY DEMONSTRATE 
THAT WE VIEW HANOI'S CHALLENGE FOR WHAT IT IS — A DELIBERATE EFFORT 
TO DESTROY THAT FOR WHICH SO MANY AMERICAN SACRIFICED SO MUCH — 

THE RIGHT OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO FREELY CHOOSE THEIR OWN FORM 
OF GOVERNMENT. 

4. SECOND. WE MUST CIRCULARIZE A NOTE TO THE PARTIES TO THE ACT 

OF THE PARIS CONFERENCE, WHICH WE WOULD ALSO MAKE PUBLIC, IN WHICH 
WE NOT THAT WE TAKE THE GRAVEST VIEW OF HANOI'S VIOLATIONS OF THE 
PARIS AGREEMENT OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS. WE BELIEVE HANOI MUST 
CEASE ITS OFFENSIVE ACTIONS, DISGORGE ITS CAPTURED TERRITORIES, AND 
TELL ITS SOUTHERN BRANCH, THE "PRG", TO RETURN TO THE NEGOTIATING 
TABLE IN PARIS AND SAIGON. WE WOULD ASK EACH RECIPIENT TO MAKE A 
PUBLIC STATEMENT SUPPORTING OUR POSITION AND A DEMARCHE TO HANOI 
ASKING IT TO CEASE ITS MILITARY OFFENSIVE AND ABIDE BY THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT. WE ALSO RECOMMEND THAT WE ASK ALL FRIENDLY GOVERNMENTS 
HAVING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH HANOI (SUCH AS AUSTRALIA, HOLLAND, 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 SAIGON 00267 081337Z 

INDIA, INDONESIA, SWEDEN) TO MAKE A SIMILAR APPROACH TO THE DRV. 

5. BUT MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL THE THINGS WHICH MUST BE DONE IS FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT TO MOUNT A CAMPAIGN TO BRING THE WHOLE TRUTH TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE ABOUT THE CURRENT REALITIES IN VIETNAM. ONLY BY SUCH 

A CONCERTED EFFORT CAN WE OVERCOME THE DELIBERATE ORGANIZED CAMPAIGN 
OF LIES AND DISTORTIONS ABOUT VIETNAM WHICH DON LUCE, FRED BRANFMAN 
AND THEIR COLLEAGUES IN THE INDOCHINA RESOURCES CENTER ARE CONDUCTING 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


TO 

DISCREDIT OUR VIETNAM POLICY AND PERSUADE THE CONGRESS TO REJECT IT. 
FOR THIS PURPOSE WE BELIEVE THERE MUST BE SET UP WITHIN THE DEPART- 
MENT 

A TASK FORCE UNDER A LEADER WITH THE SOLE MANDATE TO GET OUT TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT VIETNAM. THE DEPARTMENT HAS 
AMPLE RESOURCES TO ACCOMPLISH THIS. AMONG THE MORE OBVIOUS ACTIONS 
THAT WE SHOULD NOW BE TAKING IS AN ORGANIZED SPEAKERS PROGRAM 
(DIRECTED TO IMPORTANT FORA TO ENSURE MEDIA PLAY) TO ENSURE THAT 
OUR POLICY AND THE SITUATION ON WHICH IT IS BASED IS 
EXPLAINED BY RANKING DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS TO THE PUBLIC. THIS IS 
TO BE FOLLOWED UP BY LOWER RANKING OFFICERS VISITING COLLEGE 
CAMPUSES. SCHOOLS, CHURCHES, FOREIGN AFFAIRS ORIENTED CLUBS AND 
INSTITUTIONS, AND ANYWHERE PEOPLE INTERESTED IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
GET TOGETHER. (SOME NOTION OF HOW TO START COULD BE GAINED BY 
LOOKING AT THE ITINERARY OF INDOCHINA RESOURCES CENTER SPEAKERS.) 

THE DEPARTMENT ITSELF IS OF COURSE WELL AWARE OF THE MANY CAPABILITIES 

AT ITS DISPOSAL WHICH COULD BE USED IN THIS WORK. 

6. WE MUST SET THE ABOVE ACTIONS IN MOTION SOON AND ESPECIALLY 
WE MUST LAUNCH OUR CAMPAIGN OF TRUTH ABOUT VIETNAM AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE IN ORDER TO PRE-EMPT THE PLAN OF DON LUCE AND COMPANY 
TO STAGE A PROPAGANDA CARNIVAL IN COMMEMORATION OF THE JANUARY 27 
SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT. 

MARTIN 
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